[The centennial of the discovery of the antimitotic properties of colchicine].
Pernice, a sicilian pathologist active mainly in Italy (Palermo) from 1884 to 1906, published one hundred years ago the first observation of the mitotic changes observed in two dogs injected with a large dose of tincture of Colchicum. His description of the considerable increase in mitotic figures in the gastric and intestinal mucosa, and the absence of ana-telophases, clearly illustrate the well-known effect of a spindle poison. They were however completely forgotten until 1949. The modern aspect of the action of colchicine on mitosis in relation with the properties of microtubules and their dynamic condition are briefly considered in relation with the history of colchicine in modern cell biology.